THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
Museum men. Some slightly earlier experiment had been made at
Bradford Free Library, but it was at Bethnal Green in 1886 that
Garnett, attending a celebration in the renovated Free Library, was
shown some supplementary sliding presses, invented by that Library's
founder and chief benefactor, Dr. Tyler, to house the specifications of
Patents annually presented to public libraries by the Patent Office.
Garnett told the Placer, Henry Jenner,1* of this invention 5 Jenner
went, saw and was convinced. His problem was to adapt the idea to
the grated iron of the Museum Ironwork, and this he did by the plan,
entirely original, of suspending the presses on rollers from the flooring.
Bond instantly perceived the economy represented by this device,
which saved new building; a model was made by the Museum's lock-
smith of the day, Sparrow, and shown to the Trustees. They were per-
suaded, and so were the Office of Works and the Treasury; the first
sliding presses were ordered in 1887.6
New building had been made possible just before this by the
bequest by William White in 1823 of money for the improvement of
accommodation in the Museum. Mr. White was a neighbour and
had seen the state the old House was in. At just this time the King's
Library came and the consequent building postponed the need for
the bequest, which took effect in 1879, realiv&ing about ^65,000,
Bond, then taking up office, was able to provide, not only the Mauso-
leum Room, but expansion for the Library Departments, The White
Wing, opened in 1885, was erected to the East of the Manuscript
Saloon and of the Middle Room of the Department adjoining the
Saloon, on the South. It covered ground including part of the Prin-
cipal Librarian's garden, which Paniswd had formerly offered and
Bond offered afresh, and reaching to Montague Street; the old
building standing on it and used partly for a guard house and partly
for a bindery was abolished and the present Bindery built on the
ground North of the Supplementary and Arch Rooms, The new
wing's ground and mezzanine floors were given to the Library. The
Manuscripts acquired working-rooms for the staff and also a Students'
Room, so that for the future there was no need to send MSS, into the
Reading Room. Working-rooms and storage were found for the
Oriental Manuscripts and (a few years later) Printed Books, while